Education makes a Community
The Latest Evolution in 'Educational Policy
But a second change occurred after the nineteenth
century   in   Great   Britain   and   other   democratic
countries. About 1900 a silent and partly unconscious
revolution took place in educational method^ so far
as young children were concerned; and in Great
Britain an important change took place in the system
of State education. In method it was discovered that
education must be a training of the whole person,
which required the use of the hand and of bodily
movement. The old "three R's" were seen to be
irrelevant for young children, if not actually dangerous.
Drawing and crafts, singing and dancing, began to
be used in schools; and the State schools in all demo-
cratic countries were in the front rank in the use of
the new methods. At the same time what happened
in schools was made interesting to children. Schools
ceased to be so much like prisons as they had been*
And, therefore, in modern schools there is no difficulty
about truancy; nor are school attendance officers as
useful as they were, because children actually enjoy
going to school and parents appreciate schooling.
But the new methods used in the schools for children
of miners and railwaymen and dockers involved
treating their education as an education of the whole
person of a human being, not of a "lower" caste, nor
of "producers" or "workers." Indeed, in some parts
of Great Britain and America the State schools for
young children are now giving a better education than
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